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RESOLUTION 


The Administrative: Committee of 
the Baptist World Alliance, represent- 
ing more than twenty million Baptists, 
adopted the following resolution on 
November 20, 1956: 

“The Administrative Committee of 
the Baptist World Alliance gives utter- 
ance to deep distress at the sufferings 
of whole nations at this time of inter- 
national disorder and turmoil. We 
call upon Baptist people in every land 
to intercede in prayer in behalf of 
all victims of injustice and want in 
stricken countries, and to give with 
renewed generosity towards the relief 
of hunger, cold, disease, and homeless- 
ness. We especially lay upon the heart 
of every member of our churches the 
terrible plight of the peoples of Hun- 
gary and all other lands ravaged by 
recent fighting, and urge upon them 
the immense needs of the increasing 
masses of refugees.” 































Right now we would like a dollar from you. We 
can use it to cover the cost of a year’s subscrip- 
tion to the Baptist World, a Christmas gift for a 
friend, or a renewal on your subscription. So why 
not fill out the blank on the last page and enclose 
your dollar? 









Suggestions for Baptist World Alli- 
ance Sunday, February 3, 1957 
will be found in your Baptist paper. 





The Relief Department Continues 





At its May meeting the Executive Committee 
adopted a recommendation that the Washington 
office dealing with resettlement matters should be 
closed as of December 31, 1956 “unless there 
should be some new developments”. 

The “new develupments” that shocked the world 
in November made it imperative to reconsider 
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this action. After conference with organizations 
which have supported the B.W.A. resettlement 
activities with funds, the Relief Committee chair- 
man, Dr. R. Paul Caudill, and other members of 
that committee, appeared before the B.W.A. Ad- 
ministrative Committee on November 20 and urged 
continuation of the immigration office. 

Motion was then made and adopted that in view 
of the new developments the Relief Committee 
should move immediately to obtain assurances, 
and that the relief staff in Washington should 
continue beyond December 31, 1956, for another 
year, or for such time as is necessary, depending 
upon the availability of funds. 

On December 8 Mr. Klaupiks left for a short 
visit to Vienna, Austria, in order to counsel the 
“Baptist Relief Committee for Hungary” in 
matters relating to immigration procedures. 

Funds for the immigration program are there- 
fore still urgently needed. 


“Baptist Relief Committee for Hungary” 


is the name of a committee set up in Vienna 
on November 11 at a meeting of representatives 
from various Baptist groups called together by 
Rev. Arnold Késter of Vienna. 

On November 20 the Administrative Committee 
of the B.W.A. designated this committee as a sub- 
committee of the Relief Committee of the B.W.A. 

The chairman is Dr. John Allen Moore (South- 
ern Baptist Convention). Other members: Miss 
Ursula Késter, secretary; Mr. Franz Birkner, 
treasurer; Dr. and Mrs. J. W. Appel (North 
American Baptist General Conference) ; Dr. Edwin 
A. Bell (American Baptist Convention); Rev. 
Arnold Késter, (president of the Austrian Bap- 
tist Union); Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, (presi- 
dent, Baptist Theological Seminary, Riischlikon- 
Ziirich) ; and Mr. Richard Rabenau, (secretary 
of the Austrian Baptist Union). Later additions 
to this committee are Dr. Hans Luckey, Hamburg, 
(president of the European Baptist Federation), 
and Dr. Henry Cook, London, (Acting Associate 
Secretary of the Baptist World Alliance). 

The committee wishes to serve the needs of 
Baptists and others among the thousands of Hun- 
garian refugees pouring into Austria. (By Decem- 
ber 1 their number was above the one hundred 
and twenty thousand mark.) Contacts are being 




































made with the countless refugee camps. Tempo- 
rary accommodation is given in our churches 
(where beds have been set up). Assistance is 
being given to those desiring to emigrate to other 
countries. 

The quickest way to give immediate help is 
through cash gifts. These can be sent directly 
to the treasurer, Franz Birkner, Bankkonto No. 
2346, Creditanstalt Bankverein, Vienna I, Austria. 
Needed supplies can be purchased at substantial 
discount in Vienna, and it is expected the authori- 
ties will concede an especially favorable exchange 
rate for this purpose. 

The address to which clothing and non-perish- 
able food can be sent, freight prepaid, is 


“Baptist Relief Committee for Hungary”, 
Mollardgasse 35, 
Vienna VI/56, Austria. 


Presenting the Executive Committee 


Walter O. Lewis 


At the Atlanta Con- 
gress in 1939 Dr. Lewis 
was elected to succeed Dr. 
J. H. Rushbrooke as gen- 
eral secretary of the Alli- 
ance. An alumnus of 
Southern Baptist Theo- | 
logical Seminary, he had | 
held pastorates in his 
home state of Missouri 
and the chair of philoso- 
phy and religion at his 
alma mater, William Jew- 
ell College. As a student at the universities of 
Berlin, Erlangen, Halle and Leipzig, as chaplain 
to American forces in France during World War 
I, as relief worker in Russia through the winter 
of 1922-23, and above all as representative in 
Europe of the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society for 17 years, he had acquired a knowl- 
edge and experience that were to prove in- 
valuable. After the 1947 Copenhagen Congress 
he undertook the task of directing Baptist relief 
work in war-ravaged Europe, and served at the 
same time as associate secretary of the Alliance 
with headquarters in London, continuing in this 
position until his retirement at the Congress of 
1955. On this occasion the following words were 
spoken of him: “If ever a man endeared himself 
to his co-workers and to the scattered Baptist 
people along the countless highways and by-ways 
of Europe, that man is surely W. O. Lewis.” 
Together with Dr. C. Oscar Johnson and Dr. 
F. Townley Lord, he is a life member of the 
B.W.A. Executive Committee. Dr. and Mrs. 
Lewis have now taken up residence in Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


[2] 


Joao Soren 
This prominent Brazil. 
ian leader is the fourth 
member of the present 
Executive Committee to be 
first elected in 1939. His 
membership was inter. 
rupted for the three year 
period 1947-50, when an. 
other Soren, his brother 
Edgar, represented Brazil, 
Dr. Joao (or John) 
Soren is the pastor of 
the first Baptist Church 
of Rio de Janeiro, where the Tenth Baptist World 
Congress is scheduled to be held in 1960. His 
mother being an American, he had unusual op. 
portunities in his home for learning English a; 
a second tongue. His command of English was 
greatly perfected during his years of study in the 
United States, where he graduated from the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. During 
the fourth Baptist Youth World Conference in 
Rio de Janeiro in 1953 the delegates had the op- 
portunity on several occasions to admire his pro- 
ficiency as an interpreter. He was chosen as the 
preacher of the official Congress sermon at. the 
London Congress of 1955, and thousands of lis- 
teners were impressed by his. mastery of English 
as he unfolded his theme, “Give ye them to eat!” 
Those in a position to know claim that you have 
to hear him hold forth in his native Portuguese in 
order to appreciate adequately his rare eloquence, 
Dr. Soren presided over the Conference on 
Latin America held during the Congress in London 

in 1955. 


Know Your Youth Committee 


Rev. James J. Burt, 

New Zealand representa: 

tive. Born of Scottish 

parents 40 years ago, to- 

day he is Youth Director 

for the Baptists of his 

country; manager of the 

Baptist Bookroom; _lec- 

turer in Christian Educa- 

tion at the Theologi- 

cal College. Background: 

worked for the New Zea- 

land Post and for the 

Telegraph Department 10 years before entering 
Baptist Theological College; following gradua- 
tion was pastor of several churches; elected to 
B.W.A. Youth Committee in 1950. As a visitor 
to the U.S.A. and Canada in 1955 he was an ac- 
claimed speaker on college campuses. He at- 
tended Southern Seminary at Louisville, Ky., and 
observed Student Union work over the continent. 
Mr. Burt was married in 1943 and he and his 
wife have three children: Averil, Bruce and Olwyn. 
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Administrative Committee Meeting 





The Administrative Committee consists of twelve 
members of the 65 member Executive Committee 
of the B.W.A. It has the power to act on behalf 
. fof the Executive Committee ad interim with the 
understanding that all its actions shall be re- 
'|ported promptly to the members of the Executive 
Committee. 

The first meeting of the Administrative Com- 
mittee since the Executive Committee meeting in 
May was held in Washington on November 20 
with the President, Dr. Theodore F. Adams, in the 
chair. 

It was a special joy for the committee to meet 
again a past-president of the Alliance, Dr. C. 
Qscar Johnson, who had represented the B.W.A. 






















ee during his recent evangelistic tour of Australia, 
wal and who brought back an interesting report. 
the Various matters dealt with at the meeting are 
the telerred to elsewhere in this issue. 

ring} Baptist women circle the globe with six Con- 
© IM} tinental Baptist Women’s Unions. Miss Lois 






‘!Chapple of London, member of the Executive 
‘!Committee of the BWA and editor of the BWA 
Women’s Department Newsletter, writes in her 
latest issue: “This will mean great things for us 
‘tall in Christian fellowship and mutual coopera- 
tion and friendship. It will open the way for new 
evangelistic efforts and an increased sense of 
unity among the many groups of women in each 
continent. If, however, our Continental Unions 
-}are to do their best work and fulfill their high- 
est function, we must never loose sight of the 
fact that they are a part of a great whole, that 
they belong to a world fellowship of Baptist 
women. We must always keep our windows open 
upon the world. That is the value of our Baptist 
| World Alliance [and its] Women’s Department, 
out of which the Continental Unions have been 
born.” The first of the Unions to be organized 
was the European and the last the African. There 
are also the Union of Australia and New Zealand, 
the Union of the Pacific and South Asia Area, 
| the Latin American Union and the North Ameri- 
can Union. 

















¢ Student World Missions Congress 
| “The Christian Student in the World Crisis” 





will come under the Southern Baptist microscope 
to be scrutinized, analyzed, and energized as the 
most representative student congress ever opens 
in Nashville, Tennessee, December 27 to con- 
tinue through the 30th. 

This meeting designed for students and ex- 
pected to attract 2,500 will launch the world 
mission year of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Purposes stated in advance brochures are: 

















1) Launching a year of world mission em- 
phasis 
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2) Confronting national and _ international 
issues 

3) Discovering our personal and corporate 
responsibilities. 


The roster of speakers reads like a Who’s Who 
of Baptists, starting with the president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, Dr. Theodore F. Adams. 
Down the list alphabetically are Dr. J. P. Allen, 
pastor First Baptist Church, Charlottesville, Va.; 
Mr. Howard Butt, Jr., outstanding layman from 
Corpus Christi, Tex.; Dr. Baker James Cauthen, 
Executive Secretary, Foreign Mission Board, SBC; 
Governor Frank Clement of Tennessee; Mrs. 
Billie Davis, lecturer, editor, housewife of Betten- 
dorf, Iowa; Mr. Robert S. Denny, Youth Secre- 
tary of the BWA; Dr. Paul Geren, Executive 
Vice-President of Baylor University, Waco, Tex.; 
Dr. Billy Graham, world evangelist; Miss Alma 
Hunt, Executive Secretary, Women’s Missionary 
Union, SBC; Dr. Walter F. Judd, Member of 
Congress of the U. S. from Minnesota; Dr. Arnold 
Ohrn, Executive Secretary of the BWA; Dr. 
Courts Redford, Executive Secretary of the Exec- 
utive Committee, SBC. 

Baptist youth of the world will be praying for 
the eternal spiritual impact on the lives of those 
who attend and the concentric circles of influence 
that flow from this meeting. 


Africa 
“Wider Vision” in South Africa 


Baptists in South Africa are at present engaged 
in “A Wider Vision” program. The Rev. L. W. 
Matthews, New Zealand missionary reporting on 
that field, says that already great blessing has 
resulted. New churches are springing up and 
fellowships are being formed in small centers 
where there has been no Baptist witness. 

European membership in South African 
churches is just under 11,000, and the strength of 
the Sunday schools is 9,300. There are almost 
1,000 members in the non-European churches and 
missions, operating Sunday schools for 3,000 
children. The young people in many European 
churches go out into the districts where there are 
crowds of Indian children and conduct Wayside 
Sunday Schools on the streets. This work has 
been used of God to bring salvation to many. 
European and non-European Christians of South 
Africa have their missionary work right at their 
doorstep. This is reflected in the census figures 
which show 13,000,000 Africans and other non- 
European races and fewer than 3,000,000 Euro- 
peans. 

There are 94 established South African churches 
in membership with the Baptist Union and a num- 
ber of branch churches and fellowship groups in 








different parts of the country. Most of the Euro- 
pean churches are concentrated in the more 
thickly populated areas, but there are some 
scattered congregations separated from the near- 
est sister church by as much as 100 miles. 

Missionary Matthews concludes his report by 
saying that “South Africa is a wonderful country 
with tremendous possibilities. I am glad to bear 
testimony to the fact that the Baptists are becom- 
ing increasingly aware of their responsibility. We 
love and proclaim a Gospel which is the power 
of God unto salvation to all who believe, regard- 
less of race or color. May the ‘Wider Vision’ 
stir the hearts of our people to greater zeal and 
prayerfulness. Will you also take this great 
country upon your hearts in prayer? Pray for 
the Baptists in South Africa.” 


17,000 Baptisms at Vanga 


“Congo Mission News” gives the following sta- 
tistics concerning work at Vanga during the past 
four and a half years. There have been 17,000 
baptisms; active church membership in the thirty- 
two churches of this area is now over 28,000; 
and the giving has passed 3,500,000 francs (ap- 
proximately $70,000) annually. There are 9,000 
students in village schools. During the past year 
2,500 new pupils passed examinations for entrance 
into regional schools. The church continues to 
grow; giving is increasing; the membership re- 
mains faithful—Vanga is a part of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society field in Belgian 
Congo. 


Asia 


Burma Baptists Take Over Duties of Mission- 
aries, is the caption of a release from Religious 
News Service. 

A plan for the Burma Baptist Convention to 
take over duties previously handled by mission- 
aries was approved by delegates to its 88th an- 
nual meeting in Rangoon. 

The plan, proposed by the missionaries them- 
selves at a meeting last February, has the goal 
of making Baptist work in this country self- 
supporting, self-directing and self-propagating. 

Main points of the agreement dealt with the 
iurning over of church properties on the mission 
field “to the appropriate holding bodies repre- 
senting the indigenous Christian community;” 
assigning to the Convention the responsibility of 
determining the number of missionaries needed 
in Burma as well as their designations; and giv- 
ing the Convention the major responsibility for 
its financial needs. 

Prime Minister U Ba Swe, in an address to 
the meeting, emphasized the guarantees of reli- 
gious freedom in Burma. 











Hong Kong Baptist Crusade 


A total of 75,000 persons attended more than 
200 rallies of a two-week Baptist evangelistic] Ni 
crusade held simultaneously in Hong Kong and 
Macao. The campaign sponsored by the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Conven. 
tion (USA), resulted in 2,500 conversions. | 
was the first of its kind in the area. 

One hundred and fifty rallies were held in 
churches and 50 in schools and colleges. They 
were addressed by eight speakers, three from the 
United States, two from Formosa, two from Japan] 
and one from Thailand. The two largest rallies 
were conducted in football stadiums. One in 
Kowloon was attended by 10,000 persons and one 
on Hong Kong Island by 5,000. 

In addition to the rallies a number of day meet. 
ings were held with special emphasis on evange. 
lism in the schools and the deepening of the 
spiritual life of Christians in Hong Kong and 
Macao. 
























Interior China 





A rare report from the churches in China comes 
via Miss Lois Chapple, secretary of the BWA 
Women’s Department. Following are parts of a 
letter she received. 

“We worshipped with Chinese Christians at 
Peking, Tientsin, Chungking and Shanghai. In 
most places our experience or reports from Chris. 
tian leaders indicated that congregations are 
normally between 50 and 100 strong, but we saw 
much larger gatherings of up to 500 in Shanghai 
and had reports of them elsewhere. Congrega- 
tions with which we worshipped included a good 
proportion of young people. Large numbers of 
churches are in use; 27 in Chungking, 52 in 
Canton, 61 in Hankow, to quote examples of 
statistics given to us. Some loss in church mem- 
bership occurred when the new government came}’ 
into power, but for the most part it was the ‘rice 
Christians’ who left, and these losses have now 
been made up. Wherever we went we were told 
that numbers are now increasing modestly but 
steadily. Two new churches have been built in 
Shanghai since 1949. 

“Next to worship, the chief activity of the 
Church is Bible study. Every church seemed to 
have its week-day evening class or classes for this 
purpose and it is therefore not surprising to learn 
that the demand for Bibles continues. The China 
Bible House which has headquarters in Shanghai 
and branches in several cities has just published 
a new edition of the Scriptures. It was expected 
that the 3000 copies printed might be adequate 
for the autumn season, but since 75 were sold in 
Shanghai alone the day before we visited the 
Bible House, demand may outrun supply. There 
is no governmental limitation on the number 
which may be printed.” 











































Australasia 


New Guinea 


“The Australian Baptist,” edited by Rev. A. 
(. Prior, recently reported a “Journey into Pente- 
“Tost,” an account of the first baptism service 
among the Enga people of New Guinea. Follow- 
ing a real apostolic-like baptism of 47 reverent 
converts (observed by some 9,000 spectators! ), 
the Communion of the Lord’s Supper was ob- 
grved. Here is Editor Prior’s impression of it: 

“Again we noticed the contrasts. The items 
provided for the service were set in the pattern 
of the life of the indigenous Church. There was 
no carved or polished table covered with a snowy 
doth. A rough frame made of bush timber 
supported a top covered with banana leaves. 
‘}0ther leaves provided trays, not for bread, for 
the these people do not eat bread, but for what is 
and their main item of everyday food—sweet potato. 

“The Communion ‘wine’ was water, colored 
with a little cordial to suggest the symbolism of 
the shed blood. Grapes are unknown in the 
Highlands of New Guinea. And the containers 
for the ‘wine’? These were cylinders of about 
two inches diameter and twelve inches long cut 
from large canes of bamboo. Each communicant 
had a small cup about two inches long made from 
similar material. 

“That the universal and eternal Christ is not 
contained within any form of service or furnishing 
‘}was evident as He was proclaimed in the symbol- 
ism of the first Communion of the Enga Chris- 
tians.”” 
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New Zealand Foreign Missions 


News of New Zealand Foreign Mission work 

comes in a letter from Mrs. R. L. Fursdon, 
of the BWA Women’s Committee. She writes: 
‘The Baptists in New Zealand have a unique 
opportunity in that we are the only Protestant 
Mission serving in a vast area situated in East 
Bengal and Tripura State, our fields in India and 
Pakistan . . . all financial support for the work 
comes from our 110 N. Z. churches. Our Over- 
seas Mission Budget is just under 30,000 per 
annum. ... In Jndia our workers are four mar- 
tied couples (including a doctor), four single 
lady workers and a single male worker. The work 
is medical, educational and evangelistic. . 
A new station has recently been opened 54 miles 
from the central compound, in the Kulai dis- 
trict, and two of our trained nurses, assisted by 
a National male nurse and his wife, are working 
amongst people of many different sects. 

“In Pakistan we have two stations 80 miles 
apart. In Chandpur our married couple is as- 
sisted by three Nationals; much visitation evange- 
lism is done by house-boat during the wet season. 
God is blessing the work of the printing and dis- 
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tributing of thousands of tracts in the villages. A 
Christian bookroom for University students and 
others is bringing in many enquirers. There are 
regular services in three out-stations too. In 
Bramanbaria we have five lady workers, where 
medical, educational and evangelistic work is 
carried on. Nearly 200 children are on the school 
roll where Bible teaching is given every day. 
National women evangelists accompany our lady 
missionaries in visitation of village homes. . . . 


“New Zealand is over 1100 miles in length, 
but in no part is it more than 60 miles from the 
sea. The North and South Islands are divided by 
a rough stretch of water named Cook Strait. Be- 
cause of the nature of our country those dele- 
gates coming to this year’s Assembly in Dunedin 
(our southern-most city) from Auckland, the 
Queen City of the North, will travel 14 hours on 
the train to Wellington, then cross overnight by 
ferry steamer to Christchurch, and then another 
eight hour train journey will bring them to 
Dunedin. Our climate is a most pleasant one, 
being almost tropical in the far North and 
cooler, of course as one goes South. On the West 
coast of the South Island we have the grandeur 
of the Southern Alps and Mt. Cook reaching over 
12,000 feet to reach the highest peaks in the 
Southern Hemisphere. The centre of the North 
Island gives us a very active and_ interesting 
Thermal Region with geysers and hot and boiling 
mud pools and lakes. Overseas tourists come in 
great numbers for the scenic attractions and the 
trout and deep sea fishing. 

“Although we are in an isolated part of the 
world, Australia 1200 miles away being our near- 
est neighbor, we feel we are part of the great 
Baptist family of the world and we rejoice in 
dedicating ourselves to the task of giving the 
message of our Saviour to all. As we pray for 
Baptists around the world, we ask for your prayer 
remembrance on our behalf.” 


Australia 

Australian Baptists have become more and 
more familiar during the past few years with the 
name “Yuendumu”—the Native Settlement 187 
miles northwest of Alice Springs—where Bap- 
tist missionaries have been resident since 1947, 
and where a steady work of evangelism and teach- 
ing has been carried out by representatives of the 
Federal Mission Board. This is the most direct 
contact Baptists have with the 13,500 aborigines 
of Australia’s sprawling but sparsely populated 
Northern Territory. Despite the barriers of lan- 
guage and social custom, an interest in the gospel 
is being evinced by these primitive people. Rev. 
H. E. Evans, Secretary to the Federal Home Mis- 
sion Board, draws attention to the work yet to be 
done “among unevangelised Natives in our own 
Homeland” in a recent issue of “The Australian 
Baptist.” 




















































Observe Baptist World Alliance 
Sunday, February 3, 1957. See 


your Baptist paper for suggestions. 


Europe 


Help for the Hungarians. How Baptist youth 
of Europe can help their Hungarian friends in 
Christ is explained in a letter from the European 
Baptist Federation Youth Committee. Individ- 
uals or groups wishing to send gifts may address 
their checks to Gunter Wieske, Rennbahnstr. 115, 
Hamburg, Germany. Mr. Wieske is treasurer of 
the EBF Youth Committee. When Channels are 
open through which to transfer goods or money 
he hopes to be able to help. 


Finland. At a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee in Rushchlikon last May, Miss Schulman 
invited the General Committee of the European 
Baptist Women’s Union, on behalf of the Finnish 
women, to come to Finland for their next meeting 
in 1957. Date: July 20-23, and the place is 
Turko, Abo. 


Greece. Archbishop Dorotheos of Athens, head 
of the Orthodox Church in Greece, has called for 
a campaign against “proselytizing activities by 
Protestant sects.” The archbishop said “our 
Church does not carry out proselytizing at the 
expense of other Christian Churches.” He said 
the “numerous Protestant denominations here, as 
well as the Churches and sects abroad that help 
and finance this wicked work, would do better to 
send their agents to convert non-Christians” than 
to “take advantage of the poverty and ignorance 
of some naive or religiously indifferent Greeks and 
detach them from their Orthodox allegiance by 
slandering our ancient Church.” 


Yugoslavia. Accustomed to political and ec- 
clesiastical suppression, Yugoslav Baptists con- 
tinue to grow in wisdom and numbers. Before 
the war, the dominant Serbian Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic Churches suppressed them. Now 
all are only tolerated by the avowed atheistic 
government. Six Baptist conventions, each com- 
posed of a different language group, contain 
3,200 members. Though no official word has been 
received since the recent change of power there, 
it can be hoped that more freedom in evangelism 
will allow a new surge of the revival spirit. 


Italy. Italian Baptists have made remarkable 
financial progress during the last few years, rising 
from an income of $11,500 in 1947 to $43,527 
in 1955. Considering the acute economic con- 
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ditions in Italy, this advance seems almost miracy. 
lous. Unemployment and hunger strikes made 
it clear that most of the church offerings repre. 
sent the “widow’s mite.” A widow at Rivoli 
bought a sprinkler to use in cleaning the church 
buildings. It was later learned she didn’t have 
salt for her home. Although difficult to estimate 
accurately, it seems the membership of Baptist 
churches has doubled in the last 10 years. The 
Baptist population, including “sympathizers,” js 
about 12,000. 


European Youth Leaders Conference 


Evangelism and family Bible study were fo. 
cused by Youth leaders from twelve European 
countries in a late summer conference in 
Langesund-Bad, Norway. Sponsored by the Euro- 
pean Baptist Federation Youth Committee, this 
last annual meeting is believed to be the most 
significant and far-reaching one ever held. 

About evangelism the conference resolved: “In 
many countries Baptist Youth fails in doing evan- 
gelistic work effectively. This failure is largely |’ 
due to the lack of proper instruction on the sub- 
ject in our families and churches. It is therefore 
extremely necessary that our young people as well 
as our churches get acquainted with ‘Educative 
Evangelism.’” A proposal was made to con- 
tinue the subject in the 1957 conference at Rusch- 
likon, Switzerland. 

Concerning Bible study the young people de- 
cided: “The Christian family should come to a 
higher estimation of the Bible. Parents should 
exercise their priestly office more and be a living 
example to their children. Family devotions 
should be strongly encouraged through parent- 
groups in local churches and in the Baptist 
papers.” 


Youth-Led Summer Evangelism. Seventy 
young people from Scottish Baptist Churches 
voluntarily sacrificed their school holidays to 
engage in summer evangelism on the beaches of 
Ayr this year. Each morning plays, quizzes, and 
chorus-singing drew large crowds of children and 
adults to spots on the beach. In the evening 
the teams maintained open-air services aimed 
at capturing the attention of adult holiday makers. 


A new feature of these annual evangelistic efforts | sp 


was the daily Bible school held for team mem- 
bers, led by Ayrshire ministers. 


Latin America 


Praying Youth in Paraguay 


Elmer S. West, Jr., secretary for missionary }! 
personnel for the Foreign Mission Board, Southern 
Baptist Convention (USA), reporting on his visits 
among Latin American missions, says that one 


weekly prayer meeting is not enough for the young }’ | 





jeople of Asuncion, Paraguay. He attended one 
ofthe Friday night meetings held in the home of a 
young member of the Villa Morra Baptist Church: 
« .. young Christians. were learning the secret of 
the prime necessity of: prayer in the building of 
God’s kingdom.” Mr. West says that the more 
than 500 members who make up the churches of 
the newly formed: Baptist convention of Paraguay 
ae, for the most part, young people.. “Many of 
them work all day and attend school in the 
wenings. They are eager to equip: themselves 
mentally and spiritually for the important future.” 


Bolivia 

Despite opposition, reverses, and persecution, 
Bolivian Baptists met in record numbers at their 
sixth Bolivian Baptist Union Convention in Oruro 
"| this fall. Some of them coming miles on foot, they 
brought a spirit to match that of convention presi- 
dent Sr. Don Victor Tococari. He said “. .. We 
have come to unify our efforts, spiritual, intel- 
_|lectual, and economic, in order to make known the 

salvation of Christ, accomplished for us on the 
_|Cross for the good of the world. . . .May no one 

think that the gifts that God has given him are 
worthless, or his energies for the success of this 
convention in vain. Each and every one has his 
God-given part to contribute.” Problems of 


_| church finance, missions, and convention rules and 


regulations were dealt with. In all the proceed- 
ings, the “Ongoing of the Gospel of Christ in 
Bolivia” was the prevailing theme. 


Colombia—The Protestant Peril? 


The following is from an article, “The Protestant 
Peril,” by the Roman bishop of Quibdo, Colombia, 
‘|which appeared in “La Aurora,” a Catholic pub- 
lication, on May 1, 1956: 

“It is well that you know dear readers, that you 
form part of this great Colombian nation which 
takes pride in being Catholic; Protestants and evan- 
gelicals are dread enemies of public peace; breed- 
ers of communism, transgressors of private prop- 
erty. . . . Knowing that they are traitors to our 
religion and to our country and that they look 
upon you as benighted, do not admit them even to 
converse about matters of religion. . . . Colombia 
. | country-people, if you truly love Colombia, de- 
spise Protestant doctrines! 

“It is hardly necessary to arouse interest in all 
our believers in committing ‘pleasant’ outrages on 
behalf of the Lord, in order that from this con- 
gress may issue ideas and practical resolutions 
that will quicken faith in God and charity to- 
ward one’s neighbor and that’ will banish from 
the nation Protestant heresy.”—Latin American 
News Letter. 


Brazil 


“Missionary Quotes,” published by the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 


carried this recently: “I sat with my mouth wide 
open as I listened to the story of how a man in 
the state of Mato Grosso, Brazil, heard the gospel 
and was saved. This man told how his mother- 
in-law prayed for more than forty years for some- 
one to come and explain the gospel to them. After 
she had prayed for forty years a missionary finally 
arrived and explained the gospel to them. Today 
John is studying to serve his Lord by preaching 
the same message which he was so long in hear- 
ing.”—Clendon D. Grober, missionary to Equa- 
torial Brazil. 


Persecution in Colombia 


The Evangelical Confederation of Colombia re- 
ports intensified anti-protestant assaults by the 
Colombian Government. Two women missionaries 
in Quinchia, aged 82 and 35, were arrested on 
trumped-up charges of possessing communist prop- 
aganda. The pastor was arrested and the chapel 
stoned in Socorro: charges were made by the local 
priest that the protestants were responsible for 
desecration of his church and theft from collec- 
tion boxes. Police interrupted Protestant religious 
services in La Quibra, threatening to shoot all 
those present. Bibles and hymnals have been con- 
fiscated, primary schools closed, Protestant services 
prohibited, and Protestant Christians jailed. The 
primary excuse given by the government and the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy for this abuse is that all 
who receive teachings contrary to the essential 
dogmas of Catholicism will eventually accept com- 
munism. Constant attempts are made to link the 
Protestant cause with communism. 


North America 


Jitsuo Morikawa, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Chicago, has been named director of 
evangelism by the American Baptist Convention. 
Born in Hammond, B. C., of Japanese Buddhist 
parents, Mr. Morikawa became a Baptist at the 
age of 16. He was educated at the Bible In- 
stitute and University of California, both in Los 
Angeles; the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Louisville, Ky.; and Blackburn College, 
Carlinsville, Ill. Since 1947 he has served as 
pastor of the Chicago church, whose membership 
is drawn from many racial backgrounds. 


Youth Volunteers 


Four thousand young people, who feel it to 
be the will of God for them to serve as foreign 
missionaries, are corresponding with the For- 
eign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention (USA). An official says that “if present 
percentages hold for the years just ahead, it is 
reasonable to believe that from two hundred to 





three hundred qualified young people will be 
presenting themselves to the Foreign Mission 
Board annually for appointment.... Let us take 
stock of our spiritual and material resources. 
May we give ourselves to prayer, searching Bible 
study, self-examination, dedication, and revival! 
. .. Let us also have a liberal share in additional 
offerings that the gospel of our Lord may be 
shared with the millions around the world.”— 
The Commission. 


U.S.A.’s Largest Negro Convention Meets 


Under the theme “Freedom Through the Christ- 
ian Religion” the National Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., Inc., held its 76th annual meeting in 
Denver, Colo., in September. Fifteen thousand 
delegates attended the sessions. Coming to- 
gether as it did at a moment of tension and 
anxiety in regard to school integration in the 
southern states, the convention devoted much of 
its time considering what policy the denomina- 
tion should take with reference to gradualism on 
the one hand or nonviolent direct action on the 
other. They were unanimous in calling for “ac- 
tion now” to secure integration—but in terms of 
Christian love and nonviolence. 


The Baptist World 


Our bulletin is growing. It began at New Year 
1954 as a four page leaflet. Two years later 
the number of pages was doubled. As from the 
next issue it will be enlarged even more. 

At its November meeting the Administrative 
Committee authorized the addition of another 
member to the editorial staff, someone who can 
give the major part of his time to the Baptist 
World. A committee consisting of Adams, Ohrn, 
Denny, Tiller and Jernagin was entrusted with 
the task of finding the right person. 


Why not remember your friends all during 1957 
with a gift subscription to the Baptist World Al- 
liance? Fill out the blank and we will send your 
friend a notice that he will be receiving a gift sub- 
scription to the Baptist World from you all 
through 1957. You will be doing him a favor, 
and the Baptist World a favor. 


World Alliance published ten times 4 

year at 1628 Sixteenth Street N. W, 
Washington 9, D. C., U.S.A. Subscription; 
$1.00 a year from the Washington office; 3 sh 
lings 6 pence from the London office, 4 Southamp. 
ton Row, London, W.C. 1, England. Editorial 
staff: Arnold T. Ohrn, General Secretary; Rober 
S. Denny, Associate Secretary in Charge of Youth 
Work. 


Dr. Earl Frederick Adams, brother of the 
President of the Baptist World Alliance, died 
of a heart attack on November 1 at the age of 
56. Dr. Adams was pastor of Baptist churches 
in Chicago and Buffalo before he became director 
of promotion for the American (then Northern) 
Baptist Convention. At his death he headed the 
Washington office of the National Council of 
Churches, U.S.A., and played an important role 
in dealings with government departments where 
religious interests were involved. From 1939 to 
1947 he was a member of the Executive Com §* 
mittee of the Baptist World Alliance. He was§ , 
highly regarded among Christians of many de 
nominations for his great ability and for his fine 
Christian spirit. 


Death of Dr. Prince 


On the last day of November word came that 
the venerable president of the National Baptist 
Convention of America, the Rev. G. L. Prince, 
Galveston, Texas, had passed away. Dr. Prince 
was a member of the B.W.A. Executive Committee§ | 
for sixteen years (1934-50). From 1947 to 1950 
he was one of our seven vice-presidents. He was 
to have given an address at the Cleveland Con: 
gress, but was badly injured in an automobile 
accident and had to enter a hospital instead. Heg™ 
attended the Congress in London in 1955 in spite§ © 
of advanced age and poor health. 

At the funeral on December 4, Dr. P. S. Wilkin§ * 
son, at the request of the President and General 
Secretary of the Alliance, represented our world 
fellowship at the funeral. 
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